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}Background  
ƁSocial competence  
ƁExisting research  

 

}Pilot Studies  
ƁInterventions & outcomes  

 

}Experiences in High Schools  
ƁChallenges & potential solutions  

 

}Implications and Recommendations  
 



Social Competence in Students 
with ASD  



}Encompasses a broad set of skills  
ƁSocial- communication skills  

ƁSocial- cognitive skills  

ƁMaintenance of relationships  

 

}Context of secondary settings  
ƁMany communication partners across the day  

ƁIncreased importance of peer culture  

ƁComplexities and nuances of relationships  

Brown & Klute , 2003; Carter et al., in 
press; Lynch et al., 2013  



}Social- communication skills  
ƁExpressive communication, comprehension, 

pragmatics  

}Social- cognitive skills  
ƁTheory of mind, problem - solving  

}Relationships  
ƁForming and maintaining friendships, 

differentiating between types of relationships  

}Behavioral  
ƁImpact of circumscribed interests, repetitive 

behaviors, interfering behaviors, etc . 

APA 2013; Carter et al., in press ; Kanne & 
Mazurek , 2011; Paul et al., 2009  



Student 

interventions  

ÅSocial skills 

training  

ÅSocial cognitive 

instruction  

ÅCommunication 

systems  

ÅBehavioral 

interventions  

Peer 

interventions  

ÅPeer education  

ÅPeer interaction 

training  

ÅPeer- mediated 

support 

interventions  

Educator 

interventions  

ÅFading adult 

proximity  

ÅFacilitative role 

(rather than 

direct)  

School - wide 

interventions  

ÅDisability 

awareness  

ÅSchool - wide 

peer programs  

Bellini et al., 2007; Carter et al., in 
press; NPDC, 2011; Reichow  & 
Volkmar , 2010  



Interventions and Outcomes  



}Center on Secondary Education for Students 
with Autism (CSESA)  
Ɓ5- year project from IES  

ƁDevelop and evaluate a comprehensive intervention 
program for students with ASD  

CSESA Foundations  

Academic  
Independence 

& Behavior  
Social 

Transition & 
Families  


