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Background Participants Findings

- > 28 Focus Groups held across 4 states Research Question 1 —Current Practices Research Question 2 - Implementation .
CSESA s a >-year research and (i.e., North Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, = Participants feel strongly that secondary schools " High concern around feasibility of implementation
development project that focuses on Wisconsin) are insufficiently addressing educational needs of v Skill level

developing, adapting, and studying a > Number of Participants = 152 students with ASD v Educator and parental “buy in”

comprehensive school- and community- > Group size varied from 2-11 participants (Mdn = 5) = Existing intervention efforts described as * Challenged by wide-ranging needs of students

based education program for high school _ ineffective and/or inconsistent with AS% /k
“l have to make a choice about how much

students on the autism spectrum. provider or = Suitable programs and transition services for N

Parents/  Individuals community  All study : ‘These individuals that are classified as ASD...it
CO m pO N ents Variables caregivers  with ASD  Educators Administrators member participants StUdentS W|th ASD feW and far betWeen really is a huge spectrum. And that to me s the

e Academic Focus groups 10 1 9 5 3 28 % N most troubling aspect. What you are trying to tackle effort | put into ensuring it’s implemented
here...you just have a huge gamut of issues that with fidelity. I have to know if I do it as

- N 47 6 45 “I'm seeing a whole lot of that [social skills] falling to the yourre trying to deal with.” - parent Sl (e e ity e G e
e Soclal Competence N {Way:;/de come middle school and high school.” - parent < > ’ Y09 '

e Transition and Families Black . X .
. - Hispanic “If you're lucky, there's at least one person in the school that's willing to address [needs
° Iti-racial - : ]
Ad aptlve Behavior and Inde pen dence \'\,/I\,lﬁ,,ig o of adolescents with ASD]. You go to School A at this end of the road and School B at this
end of the road, and you have completely different views about what autism and what
Gender \ goes with it looks like.” - service provider .
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Age Research Question 3 — Professional Development & Supports
Conduct focus groups prior to component 8 or under Need for awareness of autism across secondary school stakeholders

19-25

development to: 26-40 Need for professional development related to autism especially

> Explore contexts, considerations, and oo needed for general educators . ,
complexities of delivering interventions for Effective professional development challenged by “too much” on

. _ Focus Group Process educators’ plates and attending to “buy In”
high school students with ASD P p g y

» Gather perspective of practitioners, parents, > Facilitated by 11 university-based personnel Data Analysis Process Conclusion
and other key stakeholders > Presentation of CSESA and 1-2 Components

" 9 focus groups covered Social Competence Concerted and coordinated intervention
Research QU estions = 7 focus groups covered Transition and Families Initial research questions reviewed and finalized by CSESA Focus Group Committee efforts needed within Secondary schools.

" 7 1ocus groups covered Adaptlve Behavior & Coding Team prepares transcripts for nVivo (e.g., tagging transcripts by Educators Currently lack a strong, research-

o Independence CSESA component and stakeholder group), makes exact copies of project for based foundation upon which to guide their
1.How are the transition-related needs of » 6 focus groups covered Academic the three Coding Pairs, and sets target dates for the process below ntervention decisions

adolescents with ASD Currently being » Facilitation of core questions Coding Pair for Q1 Coding Pair for Q2 Careful consideration of stakeholder
addressed 1N Secondary SChOOIS? Examples: Individually code same 5 Individually code same 5 perSpeCtiveS and praCticeS Critical '[O any effOI’t

How might this approach look similar or different for students all along the autism et ooy oo | transcripts o identify transcripts o identiy

2.\What considerations and Challenges mlght spectrum? adress dferen questons | initial codes and themes initial codes and themes to Implement comprehensive interventions
arise-or are anticipated- when implementing How would implementing this intervention align with other interventions strategies you S Essential that interventions are tailored to

are already implementing with students with autism. Meet as a pair to compile Meet as a pair to compile

|ntervent|ons for adOIescent Wlth ASD’? an initial framework an initial framework addreSS diverse and indiViduaIized needS Of

3.What profeSSionaI development’ resources, > Facilitation of intervention questions Coding Team meets to share initial coding framework and definitions, students with ASD

and sSu pports are needed to add ress the Examples: feedback provided by other coding pairs (who read the same transcripts), Strong, creative, and compelling P rofessional
Which aspects of the proposed intervention strike you as most or least promising for revisions are made as needed, and research questions revised (if needed) develo pm ent processes and resources to

transition-related needs of adolescents with improving “social competence”? -
How do you see the transition and family component supporting your child’s overall Incividually code half of Individualy code half o prepare practitioners

ASD well” educational plan/goals? kg tron il g toon il Broader efforts to ensure basic awareness of
B L ASD across secondary schools
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