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CSESA
 Center on Secondary Education for 

Students with ASD

 Research & Development Center 

 Purpose: To develop and study a 
comprehensive high school program for 
students on the autism spectrum

 Worked in 30 high schools implementing 
peer-based interventions

The research reported here was supported by the Institute of Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education 
through Grant R324C120006 awarded to UNC-Chapel Hill. The opinions expressed represent those of the 
authors and do not represent of the Institute of the U.S. Department of Education.



FIND CSESA

http://csesa.fpg.unc.edu/



REALITIES OF ASD

“Our kids are alone. They 
made it through high school 
somehow – poorly or well. But 
they are all alone. They don’t 
go to dances, they don’t go 
bowling, and it is not because 
they do not want to.”

-Parent from CSESA focus group



WHAT CAN WE DO IN 
HIGH SCHOOL SETTINGS 
TO IMPROVE 
OUTCOMES?

 Peer Mediated 
Intervention involves 
training peers as 
interventionists, such as 
initiating social interaction, 
providing academic support 
(e.g., peer tutoring), and 
serving as responsive social 
partners for students with 
ASD.



PEER NETWORK EXAMPLE



PEER SUPPORT EXAMPLE



WHY PMI?

I didn't think I was 
going to become 
so close to this 
person, but I did, 
which is cool.

I never understood 
how social students 
with disabilities really 
are. Getting to know 
Justin has really 

opened my eyes to 
my peers with 
disabilities.

I have a better    
understanding of Kristine. 
I know she is smart and has  
a distinct personality. I feel    
like I know how to interact    

with anyone who has 
a disability.

Almost a quarter of students on standard diploma track (22.5%) did not 
have any social interactions with peers at school during the two week 

period and almost two thirds (62.8% of students) did not have any regular 
social partners. 



FIND 
CHAMPIONS 
AT THE 
SCHOOL



SCHOOL CHAMPIONS: STAFF

 Move beyond special education staff

 Staff with a personal interest in ASD

 Personal friends 

 Staff with high social capital

 Club facilitators



SCHOOL CHAMPION: 
STAFF

 Help recruit peers

 Help recruit staff

 Spread the word 
about the benefits

 Help organize 
groups

 Help facilitate group



SCHOOL CHAMPIONS: 
STUDENTS

 Look for leadership or 
service-oriented groups/clubs 

 Engage students who are 
already connected with 
students with ASD

 High social capital



FIND WHERE 
INTERACTIONS 
ARE ALREADY 
HAPPENING AND 
FORMALIZE THEM



OUT OF THE CLASSROOM

 Clubs that interest 
students with ASD (e.g. 
anime, Harry Potter, 
games, movies)

 Sports teams with 
student managers



COMMON INTERESTS



IN THE CLASSROOM

 Classes that 
attract 
students with 
ASD

 Classes that 
allow for 
collaboration



JUMP IN ON 
EXISTING 
SCHOOL 
INITIATIVES



SERVICE LEARNING



ANTI-BULLYING CAMPAIGNS



CREATE NEW 
SCHOOL 
INITIATIVES



LINK TO 
TRANSITION 
RELATED 
GOALS



| PARTNER WITH PEERS AT JOBS AROUND THE SCHOOL

Athletic Trainer

Teacher

Resource Officer Coach

Instructional Technology

Grounds Crew

Data Entry

CTE Experts
(e.g. auto mechanic, marketing)

Clerical Staff

Arts-Related
(e.g., lighting, sound) 





MICROENTERPRISE

• Ensure campus 
businesses include 
students with and 
without disabilities



TIPS:
TOUT THE 
BENEFITS FOR 
EVERYONE 
INVOLVED



TIPS:
BE CREATIVE 
IN YOUR 
GROUPINGS/
PAIRING



TIPS:
MAKE 
ACTIVITIES 
FUN!



FAVORITE ACTIVITIES
 Jenga (add questions)

 Apples to Apples

 Catch Phrase

 Uno*

 Last Word

 UnGame

 Headbanz

 Quick Cups* 

 Suspend*

 Cranium

 Cooking*

 Crafts (tie dye, banners)*



TIPS:
USE 
TECHNOLOGY 
TO MAKE 
THINGS EASIER 



TIPS:



TIPS:
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